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 [image: image2.png]The Shang Dynasty was |
the first Chinese
dynasty for which we
have written and
archaeological

evidence. Itwas a
dynasty that made
great contributions to
Chinese civilization.
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Chinese people used to grind down anment anlmal
bones to make traditional medicines. In 1899 some

scholars noticed engravings on the bones and
discovered they had

come from North East

China.In 1928

excavations began and
evidence of the Shang
was discovered.
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Most historians date the dynasty as 1600-1046
BCE. According to legend, the Shang Dynasty was
founded by Cheng

Tang, who overthrew

the evil king of the

legendary Xia
Dynasty. The Shang
Dynasty was
succeeded by the Zhou
Dynasty.
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The Shang Dynasty occupied the Yellow River
valley, this area is often called the birthplace or
cradle of Chinese civilization. Most of the dynasty
was located in the northern part of modern-day
Henan province, - J

in a triangular

area between the -
cities of Anyang, £
Luoyang and
Zhengzhou.
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The first ruler of the Shang was
Tang Shang, a military leader.
There were thirty Shang
Emperors, all of which came from
the same family. Unlike most

kingships, instead of going from
father to son, it went from brother
to brother or from brother to
nephew. The Shang believed that
the gods said they could rule.
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Musical instruments were
well developed during
the Shang Dynasty,
suggesting that they
were used earlierin

Chinese societies.
Instruments included a
clay ocarina, tuned stone
chimes, and bronze bells
and drums.
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The Shang worshipped the “Shang
Di,” who was the supreme god
that ruled over the lesser gods of
the sun, the moon, the wind, the
rain, and other natural forces

and places. They also worshiped
their ancestors because they
believed that ancestors were still

actively involved in the lives of
their descendants.
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The Shang sacrificed animals, N

and humans, to royal ancestors : = ‘
and to different gods of nature. L

They used sacrifices to ask the

ancestors or gods for help and »’“

to feed the ancestors or gods. &
They believed that if they didn’t
worship them properly their i
family and the kingdom would
suffer many disasters.
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During the Shang period farmers, craftsmen and
peasants lived outside the town walls. Their houses

were built of tlmber over compacted earth floors.
The walls were

covered by

wattle and
daub and the
roof was made
of thatch.
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Hemes for dhe Rich

Inside the cities the king, nobles and priests lived in
palaces made of wood and clay bricks. Their homes
were decorated with painted tiles. They had flower
gardens and grew

spices. Artworks

made of bronze,
jade or pottery
were common.




 [image: image12.png]Because the Shang believed in
the afterlife they were very
serious about burial. The Shang

royal family had huge, elaborate Fia

tombs, decorated with art.
Buried with them were goods,
slaves animals and even

which were thought to be useful
to them in the afterlife.
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Wiher: ere Oradle Beones?

Oracle bones were pieces of bone,
most often the shoulder bones of
water buffalo or other cattle.
Sometimes the flat part of a
tortoise shell was used. The

Shang used them to ask their
gods and ancestors questions.
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[lew were Orade Benss usael?

The Shang used oracle bones to make predictions
about the future or to answer questions such as,
‘Will the king have a son?’, ‘Will it rain tomorrow?’
or even ‘Is the long drought caused by my
ancestors?’. A scribe carved the question on a

piece of bone or tortoise shell. Then he heated the
bone with a hot metal rod until it cracked. The king
or a professional diviner interpreted the cracks
then the scribe carved the answer on the other side
of the bone.
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The Aneestral Cepltal

Cheng Tang is said to have established the
dynasty’s first capital at a town called Shang, but
later kings often moved the capital, the last being a
place called Yin (near modern-day Anyang).
Evidence suggests that

the town of Shangwasthe . .=
ancestral capital of the

dynasty that remained in

a fixed location

throughout the dynasty.
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The Pelidecal Cepfiial

The Shang kings kept their
most sacred ancestral
temples, tablets, and regalia
at Shang. The political
capital was where the kings

lived and ruled from. While
the political capital moved
many times during the
dynasty, the ancestral
capital never moved.




 [image: image17.png]Shang kings were constantly
at war with outsiders. Many
of the oracle bones had
questions related to battles,
such as the outcome of a

future battle or how many
men to send into battle. The

king sent out armies of as
many as 13,000 men to fight
for the kingdom.
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The oracle bone inscriptions
are the oldest known form of
Chinese writing. They used
pictographs, characters
which could convey more

than one meaning. Chinese
writing has undergone few
changes since it was first
developed 3,500 years ago.
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Bronze Werking

The Shang Dynasty existed
during China’s bronze age. At
that time bronze represented
power and wealth. Only
powerful people had bronze

objects. Shang bronzes were
either weapons or ceremonial
vessels for food and wine.
Bronze was not used for common
tools, such as hammers or hoes.
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Jacle Carving

Jade carving became quite
advanced during the Shang
dynasty; ceremonial weapons of
jade were made, as well as jade
fittings for actual weapons.

Jade figurines included both
human and animal shapes,
carved with lots of detail. Many
of these have been found in
tombs of the period.
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and Weepens

Bronze weapons gave the Shang armies an
advantage over their enemies. They used halberds,
spears and bows. They also used horse-drawn
chariots. These chariots changed the way battles

were fought.

Commanders could
supervise their troops
across great distances.
They made the Shang
highly mobile and fast.
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Shang Seciaty

Shang society was divided into different classes. At
the top were the ruling class under the royal family
then came priests, an

administrative class,

warriors, craftsmen,

traders, farmers and
slaves.
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Life as @ Farmer

The majority of the people
who lived under the Shang
Dynasty were farmers. They
grew millet, wheat and barley
but not so much rice, which

was farmed further south.
They also kept sheep, pigs

and oxen. It it also thought
that silkworm may have been |
domesticated to produce silk.
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Shang Crertsmen

Shang craftsmen worked in
workshops just outside the
city walls. Remains of jade,
bone, pottery, and
bronze-working have been

found by archaeologists in
these areas. Most of what
they made would have been
for use by the king and his
nobles.
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