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Forms of slavery have existed TS
on all continents at different
times throughout history.

People captured during wars
often became slaves. In

Ancient Eqypt European slaves,
and those from other places,
were used to build monuments.
Ancient Rome also had a strong
culture where slavery was very
much a part of everyday life.




[image: image3.png]In the 15th and 16th centuries
Portuguese and Spanish sailors
captured and transported
enslaved African people to

Spain and Portugal, but slaves
were only a small part of their
‘goods’. Commodities such as
gold, dyes, timbers, ivory and
spices were much more

profitable.
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After 1600 plantations began
to be developed in America.

These huge plantations needed
people to work the land.

Slaves were a very cheap
alternative to paid labour. This
made slaves a much more
profitable commodity.
European traders began
enslaving millions of African
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Spain and Portugal pioneered the
slave trade in Europe but it
wasn’t long before the Dutch,
French and the English wanted a
share in this highly profitable

new business in trading people.
People from princes down to
small property owners invested in
slave ships, all wanting a part of
the promised profits that would
come from trading in slaves.




[image: image6.png]Initially Europeans captured slaves
using violent means. Groups of
armed traders would raid villages
and capture people by force.

These slaves were then taken from
their homes and sent on slave
ships to America and Europe.
Later the slave trade became more
business-like. African contacts
secured slaves and sold them to
the European traders.
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FRATR,
The British slave trade was carefully IS

regulated. Slavers had royal
approval and eventually, in the 18th
century Parliament gave slavery its

full support, passing dozens of Acts
to regulate the trade. Ship owners
were given credit to buy Slaves and
the produce they grew and
harvested. Slave traders also had
insurance to cover any losses of
their precious cargo.




[image: image8.png]40,000 slave voyages were made
over the history of the slave
trade. Around 12 million

ships. Many died on their
journey into slavery. Those who
survived were traumatised by
their experience.




[image: image9.png]Goods from Europe including
textiles from Lancashire and
Yorkshire, salt from Cheshire & b

and pottery from .
Staffordshire were @
transported to Liverpool to be
loaded onto slave ships M;

bound for Africa and the
Americas.




[image: image10.png]Some goods were traded for
slaves in Africa before
continuing on to the
Americas. Goods grown on

plantations, including sugar,
rum, tobacco, coffee and
cotton were then traded for
slaves from Africa before
returning to Europe.
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Afrtcans enslaved across the
continent would often be
taken to European forts along
the west coast of Africa.

These forts held the captives
in overcrowded dungeons,
sometimes for months at a
time. It was the first step of
their journey to a life of
captivity in a foreign land.
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Slaves were brought from the -+ AN ="
forts to the seaside where e g et X
canoes waited to carry them

to the slave ships. Men were

shackled together in pairs to
prevent mutiny or escape.
Slaves sometimes leapt out of
the canoes, boats and ships
into the sea, preferring to die
than be taken into slavery.
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The journey across the Atlantic
usually took six to eight weeks.
Conditions on board were dreadful.
Iron muzzles and whips were used

to control the slaves. Below decks
slaves were chained together on
tiers of shelves with less than 1
metre in which to sit up. Men and
women were separated; abuse by
sailors was a common feature of all
voyages.
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Many slaves lost their lives on the
voyage to the Americas. Diseases
such as dysentery, scurvy, smallpox
and measles were common.

Between 1680 and 1688 an
average of 23% of the Royal
African Company’s human ‘cargoes’
died aboard their ships. Sick slaves
were sometimes thrown overboard.
In all, around 5 million Africans died
before they reached the Americas.
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Once the Africans arrived in the 'fl)]lL&ﬂI{!!&LET
Americas they were organised into 0 MOMDAY [l 1513 McAT: 1839,
groups and taken off to be sold. P THRESFOLL@WING S
Public auctions were the most N

common method of sale but there

were also arrangements between
plantation owners and merchants to

bring a given number of slaves each

year. Captives thought to be unfit

for sale would be sold cheaply in ¥ I
groups of left to die on the docks.




[image: image16.png]Complaints about the slave
trade were unusual before the
mid-18th century. Although
details of its harshness were

well known any moral issues
were off-set by the trade’s
benefits. Officials recognised
that the wealth flowing from
the plantations depended on a
regular supply of Africans to
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Attitudes towards slavery began to
change in the late 18th century.
Quakers, especially American Quakers
who had seen slavery at first hand,

had been questioning the morality of
slavery since the 1670s. The
anti-slavery writings of Anthony
Benezet’s influenced English evangelist
John Wesley, he, in turn, swung the
Methodist church into working
towards ending the slave trade.
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In Britain the question of slavery
had already been publically
raised by Granville Sharp who,
from 1765, had been

campaigning to end slavery. In a
series of legal cases, including
one resulting from the massacre
aboard the slave ship Zong, he
publicised the broader issues
about the slave trade.

ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE 1807




[image: image19.png]Thomas Clarkson was born on
28 March 1760 in Wisbech,
Cambridgeshire. He was the son
of a clergyman who also taught

at the local grammar school. In
1779, Clarkson went to
Cambridge University where he
won a Latin essay competition
on the subject of whether it was
lawful to make slaves of others
against their will.
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While travelling from Cambridge to

London in June 1785, Clarkson

found himself thinking not about
the competition, nor about the

promising church career awaiting
him, but about slavery. He got off
his horse and sat down by the
roadside, feeling that someone
should do something about this evil.
Ending slavery became his driving
passion for the rest of his life.




[image: image21.png]In 1787, Clarkson and Sharp
helped to establish the Committee
for the Abolition of the African
Slave Trade. The Committee helped

to persuade the Member of
Parliament William Wilberforce to
take up the abolitionist cause.
Clarkson's task was to collect
information for the committee to
present to parliament and the
public.

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE




[image: image22.png]On his lecture tours, Clarkson
carried with him a chest filled
with commodities and products

from Africa. Dozens of items

were paraded before his
audiences — cotton, peppers,
hides, wood, dye, and African
artefacts — all to show that
Africa had more to offer than its
enslaved humanity. Normal trade
could replace the trade for slaves.




[image: image23.png]Clarkson devoted his time and
energy to travelling around
Britain, gathering evidence
about the slave trade from
eyewitnesses, especially from

sailors who had worked on
slave trading ships. He bought
examples of equipment used on
slave ships, including handcuffs,
shackles and branding irons,
which he used as visual aids.
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After years of hard work by
Clarkson, Sharp,
Wllberforce and many
others, the slave trade was
abolished in the British
Empire in 1807. In 1833,
parliament passed the
Slavery Abolition Act,

which gave all slaves in the NG LAV TuADE ABORISIED
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