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More than 500,000 people
died in the Sparush Civil

War of the 1930s. General
Francisco Franco ruled as a

brutal dictator until his
death in 1975. Soon after
Spain began changing,
becoming a modern,
industrial and democratic
European nation.
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Spain is a constitutional ; @»:;!—a
monarchy in which the fii ,
king and the elected

president share the power.
Although Spain has a
national parliament each
of its 17 regions manages
its own schools, hospitals
and public services.
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Madrid is the capital (and
largest city) of Spain. It is .
home to over 3 million people,
including the Spanish royal

family. Madrid is made up a
mixture of modern and old
architecture. In Madrid you
can find museums, art
galleries, parks, churches and
over 54,000 shops!
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Spanish is the most Sablamios

widely used
language in Spain.
In some areas

Catalan, Galician
or Basque are
commonly used.
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Tourism is big business in Spain.
People travel from all over the
world to see Spain’s historical
cities and sunny beaches. The

Mediterranean coast, Canary
Isles and the Balearic Islands are &
all popular package holiday
destinations for families from the
UK. Spain attracts more tourists
than any other European
country except France.
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The interior of Spain is a high,
dry plateau surrounded and
crossed by mountain ranges.
Rivers run to the coasts. The

rivers produce good farmland.
The interior of the country is
very hot in summer and very
cold and dry in winter. Large
forests can be found in the
north Pyrenees.
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Spain is home to animals
including the wolf, wildcat, fox,
wild boar, deer, hare and wild
goat. It is also a resting spot for

migratory birds as it connects
Europe to Africa. National parks

have been created to protect
Spain’s animals including the
European badger, Egyptian

mongoose, the Spanish imperial
eagle and the Iberian lynx. %
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The climate in Spain
changes quite a lot between
the different Spanish
regions. Summer can be

very hot and dry in many
areas, especially the south
coast. Winters in Spain
vary from being mild along
the Mediterranean coast to
very cold with lots of snow
in more northerly regions.
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Services to the
tourism industry
make up a large part

of the money made
by Spain each year.
Other important
industries include
mining, shipbuilding
and textiles.
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Many different varieties of
food are common around

Spain. Seafood, omelettes,
stews, sausages, ham and

cheeses are all popular. Some “
of the most well-known
Spanish foods include paella,
calamari (fried squid) ,
chorizo, gazpacho soup,
stuffed peppers and olives.
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Spain is home to a
population of over 45
million people. It
covers an area or

505,988 square . ' o4 &u
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Settlers from Europe, Africa and the
Mediterranean travelled to Spain
since the beginning of history. The
Phoenicians arrived in the 8th

Century BC and named it Span
which means hidden land. The
Romans had conquered Spain by
the first century BC. The Romans
were followed by the Vandals and
the Visgoths. In 711AD Muslims
from Africa invaded Spain.
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The Golden Age

Islamic culture introduced

new crops, irrigation systems

and trading opportunities to .
Spain. Mathematics, medicine /§

and philosophy all advanced. %
In 1492 Christians

conquered the Muslims and
went on to explore the
Americas. Silver from the

new world made Spain much
richer and more powerful.





