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The Tay Bridge Disaster of |
1879 is the worst structural =
disaster in British history. —




[image: image2.png]=="between Dundee and Wormit, in Scotland. It opened {==
on June 1st 1878. Sir Thomas Bouch, a famous
railway engineer at the time, designed the bridge.

. When it was completed it was the longest bridge in

|-| the world. === :




[image: image3.png]_' few problems for the builders ..
and designers. One of their =
main problems was that the |

estuarg was much deeper

| also reduced the number of B
L piers, making the spans
between piers much longer.
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=| On the night of December
- 28th, 1879, a violent

= storm hit the Firth of
==Tay. At 7.15pm, as a
s train was passing along
|-| the bridge's single track,

—. bridge collapsed. All 75
=| people on the train were
s Rilled, including the

son-in-law of Sir Thomas.
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& Investigators found many problems with the bridge
====that could have contributed to its collapse. Many of !
the girders were found to be poor quality, the lugs

(flattened knobs that the bracing bars attach to),
. were shown to be much

made allowances for
how wind might affect
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:l The enquiry discovered that the central part of the |
— bridge had been deteriorating for some months before
the disaster. The maintenance engineer, Henry
Noble, had heard the joints of the brtdge ‘chattering’
shortlg after the bridge ; E

|-| opened. The noise mdtcated{ -

|—L Instead of tig htening the
#joints, Noble had pieces of

L iron hammered between

them to stop the rattling.
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-
===t tended to move from side to side. | E
E Painters had noticed it while

|
working on the bridge in the \ % } E
. summer of 1879. Passengers / B F
=| had also complained about the \ 1

== strange movement of the l ™1
l—ix COrTiAges as they travelled across

E] the bridge. This was ignored by

.the owners of the bridge — the
North British Railway.
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=Who was to bﬂ,@m@? E

l The Official Enquiry into the
* cause of the disaster
concluded that the bridge
was "badly designed, badly

E built and badly

«maintained... For these
== defects both in the design,
E the construction, and the

| maintenance, Str Thomas
Bouch is, in our optmon
’ mainly to blame.”
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-l happened to Thomas Boudh?{=
“l After the Official Enquiry S “l
= laid the blame for the : =
—.disaster on Sir Thomas, his |
E professional reputation was E
s "uined. He died within a B
|=| year, at age 58. Before
= his death his design for the
| FOrth Bridge had been

:l accepted, his designs were

i scrapped following the Tay
-‘ Bridge disaster.
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— What happened to the T@g} Bridge?i=

! The remains of the original |
*bridge were demolished and &
replaced by a new design,
created by William Barlow
and his son Crawford.

[ of the ortgmal pillars can
. still be seen at the side of
the new brtdge
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— What happened to the engine?|=

| The engine was recovered from the Tay estuary and | |
*repaired. It was nicknamed ‘The Diver’ and remained =
in service until
1919. Some
= SUPETstitious

drtvers disliked : .
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E The Tay Bridge Disaster’ —

|
=

In 1880 the poet William Topaz McGonagall wrote,
‘The Tay Bridge Disaster’, to commemorate the event. |

Beautiful Railway Bridge of the Silv'ry Tay!
Alas! | am very sorry to say

That ninety lives have been taken away

On the last Sabbath day of 1879,

Which will be remember'd for a very long time.




