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[image: image2.png]Crimes in Tudor Times

During Tudor times crime was fairly common. This
was because the population increased, meaning
there was more competition for jobs, food and other
goods. The dissolution of the ¥ ‘
monasteries also meant that

the poor had less people to
help them. They had little
option but to commit crimes if |
they wanted to survive.
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[image: image3.png]Preventing Crime

The Tudors had no police force
but their laws were very harsh.
People who committed a crime
were severely punished, often
in very cruel ways. People

believed that if the punishment
was severe, and painful
enough, it would deter the
criminal, and others, from
committing the same crime.
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[image: image4.png]That's Entertainment?

Public executions were huge events. People would
bring the family and a picnic, then settle down to
enjoy the show. Some might queue for hours to
make sure they got a good |

spot. Pie sellers, ale :

merchants and other
traders would provide the |
happy crowds with
everything they needed.
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‘Death by Axe’ was often
used to execute nobles, as it
was considered a better way
to die than hanging. It was
usually quicker too. Often

the person being executed
would pay their executioner
- to make sure they chopped
their head off quickly and
cleanly.
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Hanging was the most

common method of execution.
It was used for crimes
including stealing, treason,
riot, rebellion and murder. A i

noose, made of rope, was
placed around the victim’s
neck. They were then hung
from gallows until they
stopped breathing and died.




[image: image7.png]Burning at the stake was a
punishment given to
women who were found
guilty of treason, or to
heretics. It was a horrible

death. Sometimes
executioners put
gunpowder at the base of
the stake to cause a
quicker, less painful death.
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Some people were
executed by lying on the
ground with a wooden
board placed on top of
them. Heavy stones

were then placed on top
of the board, crushing
the victim and

eventually killing them.
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People found guilty of poisoning might be executed
by being lowered in to a large pot of boiling water.

The first person in England to be
executed this way was Richard &
Roose, Bishop John Fisher’s cook. ‘%

On April 5th, 1531, Roose was
boiled to death after confessing
to poisoning the soup that was
served to the Bishop and his
guests.
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[image: image10.png]Tudor Crimes - Vagra

Vagrancy was a common crime in Tudor tlmes

Henry VIII was the first Tudor monarch to recognise
that some people couldn’t work because of age or
disability. These ‘worthy poor’ were glven a license

to beg. If you begged
without a license you
would be whipped
through the streets
and sent back to your
home town.
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Theft was common because so many people were
desperate for food and money. Theft of something
worth less than a shilling o5

could result in you losing a

limb, usually your right

hand.

If you stole something
worth more than a shilling, ]
you would be hanged.
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A special punishment for
women who gossiped or spoke
out of turn was the Scold’s

Bridle or Brank. Itwasa
metal cage that went around

the head. A piece of metal,
sometimes with sharp spikes
at the end would go into the
mouth, preventing the woman
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[image: image13.png]Punishments - Whipping

Whipping or flogging was a
common punishment for all
sorts of lesser crimes. The
victim was chained to a post,
their back would be exposed,

and they would be whipped a
set number of times. Different
numbers of strokes would be

given depending on how
serious the crime was.
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Tudors were very religious people
and anyone who went against the

Things became very complicated
during Tudor times, because of

Henry VIII's split from the Catholic *§
church. A lot of people died

because of their beliefs during the
reigns of Henry VIII and his
daughters, Mary and Elizabeth.
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Hot irons were
used to burn
letters into the
skin of the victims
hand, arm, cheek

or forehead. An
‘M’ for a
murderer, a 'V’
for a vagrant and
a ‘T’ for a thief.
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The pillory was a block of
wood with holes for the
head and hands. A person
was made to stand in the
pillory for a number of
hours or even days. People
passing would mock and
ridicule them.
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[image: image17.png]Punishments - Stocks

Stocks were similar to the pillory, except that the
feet were bound instead. You could be put in the

stocks for selling bad meat
or bread. People would
throw rubbish, rotten
vegetables and rotten eggs
at people in the stocks. You
could be put in the stocks
for not wearing a hat on
Sunday!
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[image: image18.png]Punishments - Ducking Stool
Another punishment, reserved mostly for women,
was the ducking stool. It was used to punlsh women

they were told. The
woman would be
tied to a chair and
repeatedly dunked




[image: image19.png]Being drunk in public was a
criminal offense during Tudor
times. People found guilty of this
crime were forced to wear a

barrel, with holes cut out for the
arms and head. They would have
to walk around town wearing this
heavy ‘cloak’.
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