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Vincent Van Gogh was a
famous painter. He was born
in Holland on 30th March
1853.
Not much is known about

Van Gogh’s childhood but he &
finished school at age 15. He &
became an art dealer and

was quite successful at selling
Jpaintings. In 1873 his job

ook him to London.
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After leaving his job as an art
dealer he took up a position as a
teacher at a boys’ school in
England. In 1877 Vincent
returned to Holland and began

to leave the church and spent time
living in very poor conditions with
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In autumn 1880 Vincent
began to train as an artist.
He practised his painting
over the next few years,

using watercolours and
later oil paint. He painted
hundreds of pictures of
workers in the fields and of
family and friends.
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Van Gogl's First Masterplec
In 1885 Vincent produced his first great work -
The Potato Eaters.
It is considered to
be his first
masterpiece.

Vincent liked the
painting very much
and it encouraged
him to continue to




[image: image6.png]After finishing The
Potato Eaters Van Gogh
decided to travel to Pari
to work amongst the

great impressionist
painters. He stayed with =
his brother Theo for a
few years before moving
to the South of France
where the weather was
warmer.
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In December 1888 Van
Gogh had a fit of

madness and cut off the
ear lobe of his left ear.

He did not cut off his
whole ear. He was taken §
to hospital until he
gecovered.
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It is believed that Van
Gogh suffered from a

form of epilepsy which
caused fits of madness.

As his illness became
more serious he admitted,
himself to the Asylum at
St. Rémy. Whilst there
 he painted Starry Night,
lone of his most famous
and best loved works.
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[image: image9.png]Van Gogh stayed in the
asylum in Saint Rémy until [
he was moved closer to his [¥
brother in Paris. Van ;
Gogh became very
depressed and even the
praise for his paintings
could not cheer him up.
On July 27th 1890 Van

\ Gogh shot himself. He
«died soon after.
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Van Gogh only sold
one painting in his
lifetime. Red Vinyard
at Arles sold for 400
Francs in 18490. In

1990 The Portrait of
Dr. Gachet sold for  §
$82.5 million, the
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Van Gogh completed 872 B

paintings, 1019 drawings and |

150 watercolors in only 10 years.

One in 15 works of art attributed |

to Van Gogh are forgeries. This

includes some of the most famous




[image: image12.png]Van Gogh signed his [

works ‘Vincent’

because he believed |

that Van Gogh would i}

be too difficult for &8

people to pronounce. |

Many of his works

were not signed

because he thought it |
fgwould be arrogant to |

x .
¢sign them.
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[image: image13.png]Van Gogh carried
red and blue chalk
to draw with when
explaining his
theories. Friends

would keep extra

paper around to -\

spread on tables so &
| lhe would not draw
lion the walls and





