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Until the mid-late 1800's, the
victim was responsible for
reporting crime, and for
identifying and catching the
culprit. Parish constables were

supposed to help with this process
but they were not always useful.
Constables were often shown as
figures of fun, or irresponsible
drunkards, little better than
those they were arresting.
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If someone was accused of a ‘ “1
crime, they would be held in the |

local 'lock-up’ until they could be

seen by a magistrate. It was up to

the magistrate to decide what to

do with the accused. He could
release the suspect, have the
suspect tried before two
magistrates or, if he thought it was
a serious offence, he could send
them to be tried before a judge.
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In the early nineteenth
century trials in court were’
often very quick. The
prosecutor was normally

the victim of the crime, and

he or she would accuse the i/
defendant. The defendant [
was expected to explain W
away the evidence against
them and, thus, prove their G}
innocence. '
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By the time Queen Victoria came
to the throne, fewer crimes
carried a compulsory death
sentence. There were fewer
hangings, and sentences for

petty crime were getting lighter.
In their place, other ideas were
being tried out. These included
building new gaols and looking at
how these could be used to stop
criminals from re-offending.
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Transportation was an alternative punishment to
hanging. Convicted criminals were transported to the
colonies to serve their prlson sentences. It had the

advantages of
removing the
criminal from societ
and being quite
cheap - the state
only had to pay the
cost of the journey.
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In 1787, transportation started to the first penal
colonies in Australia. Over the years, about 160,000
people were sent &

there: men,

women and

children,
sometimes as

young as nine
years old.
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Convict discipline was harsh. Convicts who committed
further offences in the colony, were severely
punished. There was the cat o'nine tails: fifty lashes
was a common punishment. Equally feared was time
on the chain gangs

where, shackled in ot

ankle irons or chains, m o AR
convicts were sadrs BB
employed in making

new roads.
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Well behaved convicts could apply

or petition the governor to have

their families brought out from el s
England and, in some cases, they j’ﬂ‘_\#
could be assigned to work for "ri :

their free settler families. Female -
convicts were usually assigned to
domestic service. Troublesome
female prisoners were sent to the IL‘..
Female Factory, where they made i
rope and span and carded wool.
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Convicts who worked hard
were sometimes able to save
money and set themselves up
as settlers. Those released
under Conditional Pardons
were not allowed to return to

England but those released ﬁ\j ~F
under Absolute Pardons el | ;_[L‘{;l

could return. Many convicts
went on to make good and
successful lives as settlers.
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During the 18th century, the
number of crimes that were
punished by hanging rose to
about 200. Some were serious
crimes, but others were minor |

offences, e.g. picking pockets : e | L[]
or stealing food. In 1823, Sir L'T b |1 M '
Robert Peel reduced the R B \
number of offences for which |

convicts could be executed, by |

over 100.
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At the start of the Victorian period, executions were
carried out in public. The atmosphere could
sometimes be quite festive, although riots
occasionally broke out. There was often sympathy for
the person about to =

be hanged and the
crowd would jeer
the hangman.
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As the century
progressed, it was
realised that public
spectacles such as public
executions did not deter

criminals but encouraged
trouble. The Prisons Act

of 1868 stated that all

future executions were to ¢4
take place within the i
prison walls.
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The removal of a person's freedom
has been used since ancient times
as a punishment. However, it was ‘@
unusual to imprison guilty people
for long terms. Hanging and

transportation were the main
punishments for serious offences.
Prisons served as lock-ups for
debtors and places where the
accused were kept before their
trial.
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By the Victorian era, prison had become an
acceptable punishment for serious offenders and was
seen as a way to prevent crime. By the 1830s, many
areas in Australia were refusing to be the
‘dumping-ground’ for Britain’s criminals. There were

more criminals than could
be transported. The answer |
was to build more prisons:
90 prisons were built or
added to between 1842 and
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At the start of the century, prisons
were squalid, overcrowded and
unsanitary. Men, women and
children were kept together.
Prisoners had to provide their own

food, and had little access to fresh
water. They had to pay the gaoler
for every service, even for putting
them in irons as a punishment.
There was no protection against
other prisoners.
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By the end of the nineteenth
century, conditions had |mproved
The prisons still focused on
providing as much discomfort for :
the prisoners as possible, with

hard wooden beds, monotonous

food and few activities to relieve

the boredom. Although in some
prisons, libraries and communal

rest areas were being introduced ™=
for the less serious offenders. =
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At the beginning of the —
19th century, it was mainly ==
those awaiting trial,

il W 1
=
sentence of death or ka

transportation, along with
debtors and some minor
offenders. By the Victorian
period, prisons held a wide |
range of offenders serving 'ﬁ:
long sentences as well as > |
petty criminals. 3 ""“—1
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Hard Labour was a way of punishing prisoners by
forcing them to work. Prisoners were used in
quarrying, building roads or labouring on the docks.
They could be sentenced for a few days, weeks or
even years. It was felt that this form of punishment

would teach
prisoners the
value of hard
work and would
deter others from
commlttmg crime.
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Most prisons had a
treadmill or wheel
installed, where the
prisoner simply walked the
wheel. In some prisons, the

treadmill was used to grind
flour. However, in later
times, there was no end
product and the treadmill
was walked just for
punishment.
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Another device was the
Crank. This was a large
handle, that a prisoner
would have to turn,
thousands of times a day.

The punishments of the .
treadmill and crank were not |
abolished until 1898.
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Until 1815, prisoners had to 5 FREONDIEWAT
pay for their keep - many
had their food brought in by
relatives or friends. After
1815 prison food was paid

Al convicted prisoners will be given the fellewing food.
Plates and eating utensils must be cleaned and pelished after use.

Breakfast & Supper Dinner Sun, Tues, Thurs, Sat
1 pint catmeal gruel 3 o5 coched meat witheut the bene
&8 ers bread 8 o bread

8 ors potatoes

Dinner Mon, Wed, Fri
1 pint soup
8 orsbread

for out of the local rates.
The authorities kept the cost
of the prisoners’ food as low
as possible. The basic diet
consisted of bread, cheese,
gruel and suet.
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The first policemen, known as
'Peelers’ or 'Bobbies’, were set up
in London in 1829 by Robert Peel,
the then Home Secretary. It was
the start of a campaign to

improve public law. There were
17 divisions, which had 4
inspectors and 144 constables
each. The force headquarters
was Scotland Yard, and it
answered to the Home Secretary.




 [image: image24.png]Pelicing ﬁ[‘ﬁ)@ @@QD[FD‘{BW

The Rural Constabulary
Act of 1839, allowed any of
the 54 English counties to
raise and equip a paid
police force. The Act

permitted the appointment
of Chief Constables, for the
direction of the police in
their areas and allowed for
one policeman per 1,000
population.
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