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of Sir Malcolm Wallace
of Renfrewshire. Sir
Malcolm was a Scottish
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n 1296, Scotland had
been conquered by
England and many of
he Scottish nobles had

in his wars against
France.
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The English king tried to
destroy Scottish identity by
emoving symbols of it, like

Stone of Scone. The Stone
of Scone was the stone




 [image: image5.png]orests of Selkirk. He

gathered around him a band
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n May 1297 William Wallace
and a band of 30 men burned
Lanark and killed the English

oin Wallace in his fight. He
organised an army of ordinary
people and nobles, and attacked
the English garrisons between




 [image: image7.png]M[M]

To the north, a young noble
called Andrew Murray was
eading an even more
uccessful uprising. i
Andrew Murray and William

Wallace became friends and
allies. Their two armies
worked together. They
liberated most of Scotland
but soon had to face battle
with the English army.
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The Battle of Stirling Bridge was
one of the most important \

English. Wallace positioned his
men in the hills around a bridge

rossing the River Forth, north of
tirling. The wooden bridge was

o narrow that only two people
could pass along it side by side,
yet the English leaders wanted
to take their army across it.




 [image: image9.png]Early in the morning of
eptember 11, 1297, the
English cavalry began crossing

between the bridge and those
who had already crossed the
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Many of the English cavalry
were driven into the river
and drowned. The Earl of
Surrey tried to send
reinforcements across the

bridge, but their way was
blocked by their own men,
leeing from the Scots.
When the reinforcements
were on the bridge, it
collapsed under the weight
and crashed into the Forth.
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A large group of Scottish
oldiers had waded across
he river, at a shallow place

near the bridge, and began

behind. The English army
etreated in confusion
owards Berwick, chased all




 [image: image12.png]Andrew Murray was badly

wounded in the Battle of
tirling Bridge and died of his
njuries. Robert the Bruce
nighted William Wallace and

ave him the title '‘Guardian of
he realm of Scotland.’
Wallace's military success
made him an important man in
Scotland, which now declared
itself independent of England.




 [image: image13.png]Wallace himself. He moved
his government to York and
gathered an army of 20,000
men. In July, this huge
army crossed the River

Tweed and marched towards

Edinburgh. On July 21
Wallace led his army
forward to meet the English
in battle near Falkirk
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 [image: image14.png]round and woods, and in front
by boggy ground that was

fimpaled and hundreds of
knights were pulled from their
horses and Kkilled.
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Soon they retreated, but
Edward I had a secret
weapon. He had with him a
great number of Welsh
longbowmen who could

send showers of arrows
down on the Scots from a
great distance. Wallace
ought on, but with no
protection from the arrows,
his men were wiped out. Up
to 8,000 Scots were killed.




 [image: image16.png]Falkirk, Wallace never
went into battle again.
He was given a new
role as an envoy for

the Scots. He went to
the leaders of the
kingdoms of Europe to
ask for help for
Scotland.
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The Scottish leaders could see
no way of beating the English
and they were willing to
witch sides.

n 1304, they accepted

He became an enemy of both
he Scottish leaders and the




 [image: image18.png]declared an outlaw and
was captured at
Robroyston, near Glasgow,
in August 1305.

He was taken to London
where he was put on trial
as an outlaw and a traitor.
Wallace had no lawyers
and he wasn't even allowed
to speak to defend himself.
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Wallace was found guilty
and was taken for

mmediate execution. First, - W
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 [image: image20.png]cut into bits and parts of it
were sent to Newcastle and

became a martyr, a symbol
of Scotland’s struggle for
freedom.
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William Wallace inspired and
ed his men in a war against the
English, fuelled by his love for

patriot whose true allegiance

was to Scotland, not to a King.
'm William Wallace, and the

back to England and tell them...
Scotland is freel





