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World War I was a major
international conflict fought
from 1914 to 1918. It was
the most deadly and
destructive war the world had

ever seen at that time. More
than 25 countries participated,
aligned with either the Allied or
the Central Powers. World
War I was also known as ‘The
Great War’ and ‘The War to
End All Wars’.
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The Oppesing Ferces

The Allies included France, Great Britain, Russia, Italy,
Japan, and, from 1417, the United States. The Central
Powers consisted - \

mainly of Germany,

Austria-Hungary,
and the Ottoman
Empire (Turkey).
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The Secope
More than 65 million soldiers
fought in the First World War.
Around 8.5 million lost their

lives and over 21 million were
wounded. Civilian populations

worked to produce enormous
quantities of guns, munitions &
and other supplies. World War ¢
I was the first conflict to be

called ‘total war’.
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The Start

With Germany promising to
back them, Austria-Hungary
declared war on Serbia on July

28th 1914. The nations of
Europe had been expecting a

war. For many years rival
groups had been forging
alliances. These alliances were
forced into action by
Austria-Hungary’s declaration / J s
of war. Within a week all of /
Europe was at war. :

[l




[image: image6.png]) o K K o K X K K i K o K K K K e )

Britain Declares Wa.r

Britain and Germany had been
growing unfriendly before 1914,
Germany claimed that Britain was
trying to keep it from becoming a
world power.

Germany made it clear that it
planned to invade France through
Belgium; Britain had promised to
keep Belgium neutral, they had to
act. Britain declared war on
Germany on August 4th.
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All of the countries fighting
expected the war to end with
a swift victory this was not to |
be the case. Fighting on the
Western Front settled down

to trench warfare. Victories
were very slow and casualties
were high. Trenches were
dug deep into the ground in

a zigzag pattern to protect
soldiers from advancing
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Soldiers spent an average
period of eight days in the
trench, where they were
constantly under threat of
attack from shellfire, snipers
and diseases. Soldiers

Trench Fever toTrench Foot, 2
which caused a fungal foot §
infection that could result in |§
amputation.
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On May 7th 1Q15 German
submarines fired torpedoes at
a luxury passenger liner, the
Lusitania. The ship sank off
Kinsale Head, Ireland.

Among the 1198 people who
died were more than 120 U.S.|
citizens. The sinking of the

ship, along with other factors, &
would later lead to the United gas
States joining the Allies.
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Zeppelin Ralds

A Zeppelin was first used to bomb London in May 1915.
During the war Zeppelins made a total of 51 raids.
However, 77 of the ships

were destroyed in storms or

by Allied attacks from fighter
planes and anti-aircraft fire.
Their use as a war weapon
was finally abandoned.
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The Uniibacl Statias Dloclares War

In January 1917 Germany intensified |°
its submarine campaign. All vessels

were to be sunk without warning if
found in a zone off the Allied coasts.

This was a violation of international

law. It was also discovered that the

German foreign minister had promised -

Mexico vast areas of the United States . RPN
in return for MexlcaJ:L support against | W Y@@
the Americans. The United States FOR U.S.ARMY
joined the war on April 6th 1917. oin
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The End of the War

Throughout 1918 the Allied forces began gaining ground
quickly, forcing the Germans into full retreat. Germans allies
were collapsing due to pressure from Allied forces.
Armistices were granted to Bulgaria and Austria-Hungary,
the Ottoman Empire surrendered.

At daybreak on November
11th, 1918 Germany signed F@EILEBIUHJEII]&’
a general armistice. Six T
hours later, at 11.00 AM,
the guns stopped firing. | Docamn S s

5 o’clock This Morning.

xxxxxxx ™

); '\ HOSTILITIESENDEDAT 1 2.m.0-DAY
A
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Terms ef the Armistice

The terms of the Armistice were
hard. German forces had to
retreat, most of the German
fleet, including all submarines,
was surrendered to the Allies,

along with 5000 cannons,

25000 machine guns, 5000

locomotives and 150000 train

carriages. The Germans had to -
surrender all their prisoners and R
promise to pay war damages.
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The League quatlnlu

The Paris Peace Conference
opened in January 1919.
All the countries that had
been at war with the
Central Powers were

acts was to draw up a
constitution for a League of
Nations. The League was
planned to reduce the
chances of another war.
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The treaty was given to the
German delegation to sign
at Versailles on May 7th
1919. The Germans

strongly objected to its

severe terms. The Allies

only made small concessions

to the Germans, who

eventually signed the treaty |, - ==
on June 28th. ’ :
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A Break: [n the Fighting

During the Christmas of
1914, soldiers from both
sides temporarily stopped
fighting and called a

Christmas Truce. They
laughed, sang carols and
exchanged presents! They
also played football on no
man’s land.
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In Flanders Fleld

Lieutenant Colonel John
McCrae was a surgeon
during WWI. Inspired
by the sight of red
poppies growing among

the graves of fallen
soldiers, he wrote the
memorable poem called §
'In Flanders Field'. :





